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School Reopening Q&A
January 6th, 2021 

Chicago’s Stay-at-Home 
Advisory and Our School
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● Data and experience in other school districts shows 
that schools and daycare centers can be safe when 
health and safety protocols are followed 

● In addition, schools that are open and following health 
and safety protocols have not been found as major 
centers of transmission of the virus, especially for 
students 

● Given this evidence and the importance of the services 
provided at schools and daycare centers, Chicago’s 
stay-at-home advisory, which began on Nov. 16, says 
that schools and daycares can remain open during this 
time
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To keep our students and staff safe, our school will be following the below protocols CPS 
developed with public health officials:

● Face Coverings: Cloth face coverings will be provided to all staff and students and 
required at all times, except when eating and a small number of additional approved 
activities.

● Pods: Students and educators will be grouped into stable pods or small class sizes to 
minimize exposure to other students, allow for social distancing in classrooms, and 
support contact tracing.

● Daily Screenings: Daily risk and symptom screening, and temperature checks are 
required for all students and staff learning or working in school buildings.

● All students must observe social distance of at least six feet whenever possible

● All students must wash or sanitize their hands frequently and thoroughly. Soap, water, 
and hand sanitizer are readily available throughout our building

Our Collective Commitment to Keep Everyone Safe
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Parents and guardians may request a cloth face covering 
accommodation for their child based on a specific medical condition. 

Please have the Cloth Face Covering (CFC) Accommodation form (also 
located on page 10 of the Reopening Guide for Parents) completed by 
a medical professional, and provide the completed form to your child’s 
principal or school nurse. Each situation will be evaluated individually 
to ensure the needs of all students are met.

Our Collective Commitment to Keep Everyone Safe
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iYIshAp9jKNeCT3ao8kCs9_sKFXu3b_A/view?usp=sharing
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When someone reports a positive COVID-19 test to the district, a team member from the Office 
of Student Health and Wellness quickly interviews this individual, notifies any close contacts 
that they must quarantine, and helps send out a community notification when needed. If there is 
a positive COVID-19 case within a pod, all members of that pod will be notified and asked to 
quarantine. 

Contact tracing is extremely important, so any student, staff, or visitor who tests positive for 
COVID-19 should promptly report to cps.edu/covidresults

● Families can reach out to  contacttracing@cps.edu with questions

● The district will not act on second party reports, speculation, rumors, or anything other than 
self reporters who consent to share their confidential, legally-protected health information

To ensure public awareness, the district is tracking confirmed COVID cases at 
cps.edu/reopening2020. 

Contact Tracing
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Surveillance Testing

● CPS collaborated with CDPH to create a  
surveillance testing plan (measures 
prevalence among ASYMPTOMATIC 
people). School-based staff members will 
be tested regularly, once per month.
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http://cps.edu/covidresults
mailto:contacttracing@cps.edu
http://cps.edu/reopening2020
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Ensuring Health and
Safety at Schools
Sanitizer and Soap: Placed hand sanitizer 

dispensers in all high-traffic areas and soap to 

support regular hand washing and sanitizing. 

Disinfectant Wipes: Provided EPA approved 

disinfectant wipes for classrooms, offices and 

other high-touch areas to support our high-touch 

cleaning program.  
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Ensuring Health and Safety at Schools (cont.) 
Hospital-Grade Disinfectant Sprayers: Every CPS school has a hospital-grade mister spray unit 

that will evenly apply EPA-approved disinfectant for maximum disinfection

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): Staff will be provided with PPE including face shields, 

gowns, gloves, and N95-level masks as needed based on job tasks

Sneeze Guards and Signage: Installed sneeze guards and other physical barriers to protect 

staff when visitors arrive, and posted signage throughout school facilities to emphasize new 

policies and procedures

Supplies: Shared supplies will be limited as much as possible and regularly cleaned. Any 

supplies that have been contaminated by student bodily fluids will be immediately disinfected
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● Ventilation Assessment: To ensure school buildings are 

safe for students and staff, the district worked to ensure 

every classroom has a working window or a mechanical 

ventilation system to dilute air particles that may have 

viruses or bacteria and allow old air to move out of the 

classroom.

● Indoor Air Quality: The district also hired independent 

state-certified environmental specialists to conduct 

indoor air quality assessments, who determined that all 

schools are acceptable to welcome returning students 

and staff.

Ensuring Health and Safety 
at Schools (cont.) 
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● HEPA Air Purifiers: To date, the district has 

distributed 1,193 HEPA air purifier units to schools 

for occupied spaces, such as the main office.

Ensuring Health and 
Safety at Schools (cont.) 
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Grading and Attendance
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Teachers will continue taking attendance at the beginning of each day for 
both children learning at home and at school. If your child is learning 
remotely, their attendance will be taken at the start of real-time instruction. 

Following guidance from the Illinois State Board of Education, our school is 
also continuing with our regular grading practices. All students should 
continue to complete all of their assignments.

671 Students

491 Opting for In 
Person Learning

180 Opting to 
remain at home

73.2% returning
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Door 3 = 6th-8th Grade 
New Building 2nd Floor

Door 2 = 3rd-5th Grade 
Old Building 2nd Floor

Door 5 = PreK-Kinder 
New Building 1st Floor

Door 1 = 1st-2nd  
Old Building 1st Floor

Arrival and Dismissal 
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Arrival
Students will enter through their designated door by grade/homeroom 
in three waves. 

7:55am -2nd Grade, 3rd Grade, 8th grade 
8:00am - 1st Grade, 5th Grade, 6th grade, Kindergarten
8:05am - 4th Grade, 7th grade 

Dismissal
Students will exit through their designated door by grade/homeroom in 
three waves as well. 

2:55pm - 2nd Grade, 3rd Grade, 8th grade 
3:00pm - 1st Grade, 5th Grade, 6th grade, Kindergarten
3:05pm - 4th Grade, 7th grade 

Older students can dismiss early to wait outside for younger siblings.  
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Health and Safety

Daily Health Screeners MUST be 
completed each morning for 

anyone entering the building. 

Health screener reviewers will take 
the temperature of students.

Students must wear masks in the 

building unless they are eating or 

drinking. Additional masks will 

always be available to students.
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Health and Safety

Any student showing symptoms will
go to the Care Room, staffed by a 

designated, newly trained Care Room

attendant in full PPE. 

The Care Room is not a school-based

health center, nurse’s office or 

instructional space. The Care Room is 

where children who should not be at 

school are supervised as they wait for
their guardian’s prompt pick-up.
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Restrooms
● Students will only use the designated restroom for their wing

● Bathroom usage will be limited to a safe number of students 

in the room at one time.

● Classes will have designated restrooms and times to use.

● Facilities will be marked to ensure social distancing.

Movement in the Building
● Directional floor signs will identify one-way pathways for 

movement through hallways. (Except during fire drills and 

emergency school evacuations)

● Masks must be worn at all times while moving through 

the building
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Lunch and Recess
● Students are encouraged to bring their lunch in disposable bags.
● Lunches must come with the child at the start of the day. 

○ We cannot accept lunch drop offs in the main office
● All students  will wash hands with soap and water before lunch 
● Students will be seated at least 6 feet apart, pods 30 feet apart
● Food sharing is not permitted.
● PK-2nd will use cafeteria. 3rd-5th will use Art room (old cafeteria) and 

the 6th-8th grade will use the Library. 
● Lunch will no longer be the same time for students across the school.
● Each class will alternate a specific recess area (front of building, turf, 

blacktop) 
● Weather permitting, students may have two recess breaks.
● At this time, use of the playground equipment will be prohibited 
● Students will be able to remove masks while outside for recess but 

must be 6 feet away from others. With masks on they can be 3 ft.
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Classroom Procedures
● Classroom seating will be arranged to maximize strategic social distancing 

and to limit face-to-face contact.
● Students will use individual items at their school desk 
● New HEPA Air Filters are in every classroom
● Students will use only their school-issued Chromebook/device 
● Students will remain with the same students throughout the school day
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STAFFING 

● Leave Requests

● Who will be here?

● Who do we still 

need to hire?

● Coverage gaps

ROSTERS/ROOMS

● All remote classes

● Set Pods/Days

● Align Sibling pods

● Identify CPS kids  

● Determine space 

available for staff

DIVERSE LEARNERS

● Review all minutes

● SPED caseloads
● SECA assignments

● Least Restrictive 

Environment

FINAL SCHEDULE

● Specials/Preps

● Lunch/Recess

● Middle School Courses

● Transitions/Routines

● Bathroom breaks

● 2nd Recess 

GUIDELINES AND REQUIREMENTS

● State/District mandates 

● COVID restrictions

● Required Instructional minutes

● Teacher preps

Next Steps for OPS Administration 

Reopening Timeline


